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permission, although only a refusal was expected
from them. Meanwhile the prayers were continued
in the house, and our young Amazon took as advo-
cate in her cause the great saint Joseph, asking- of
him not admission to Canadas, but that he would
incline her parents' hearts to follow the promptings
of the spirit of God; and she made a vow to him
that, if his goodness should open that door to her,
she would take and bear his name, and proceed
under his auspices, in that remote quarter of the
world.

" The courier found her parents at Angers, and
presented them the letters regarding their dear
daughter. Monsieur de la Troche, [155] on reading
them, was completely overcome with astonishment.
Madame her mother, opening the sluice-gates of her
tears and giving free vent to her grief, filled her
whole house with alarm: there were hurrying feet
and lamentations on every hand, the name of Canadas
inspiring all with terror. Madame de la Troche,
regaining her spirits somewhat, ordered the horses
put to the coach, in order to go at once and prevent
this voyage. No sooner said than done. When she
had one foot already in the coach, there appeared a
certain Carmelite Father, who, upon learning the
cause of so sudden a journey, said to her, ' Madame,
I detain you; permit me to say a word to you in
your house.' She obeyed, although reluctantly, and
they both went together to find Monsieur de la
Troche. This good Religious, filled with the spirit
of God, spoke to them so freely and so effectively of
the honor and grace done them by Our Lord in calling
their dear daughter on so holy a Mission; and he


